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TO

Str JOHN ST. AUBYN, Bart. M. P.
F.R.S. anp F.A. S.

DEAr Sir,

I mave presumed to inscribe to you
the following Observations on the ancient
History of St. Michael's Mount; satisfied,
that if I have, in any respect, illustrated its
commercial pre-eminence and religious ap-
propriation, my efforts may be acceptable

to you.

Your taste and liberality in preserving this
monument of antiquity, held universally to
be the ornament of the county of Corn-

A2
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wall, has long had the general acknow-
ledgment of the public.

I have the honour, with great esteem,

ta remain,
Dear Sir,
Your most obedient,

And most humble Servant,

- _Argyll Street, C. HAWKINS,
16th May, 1811.



OBSERVATIONS,
| &'0&

It may not be unnecessary to premnise, in
these Observations on the Tin Trade of the
" Ancients, that the att of metallurgy whas
very eatly practised, for Tubal-Cain is said
to have been ¢ the instructor of every arti-
« ficer in works of brass and iron;” and if
we consider the offerings in gold, silver, and
* brass, that were presented toMoses, and the
ornaments and utensils which' thé Israelites
made for the tabernacle, it may be inferred
that in these early times this art had made
considerable progrcSS ;—tin is mentioned
among the spoils taken from the Midianites.
A3 o



6 ON THE TIN TRADE

Homer séys that tin was one of the
metals employed in making the celebrated
shield of Achilles:

¢ Ten rows of azure steel the work unfold ;

“ Twice ten of tin, and twelve of ductile gold.”

And _ -
¢ A darker metal mix'd entrench’d the place,
¢ And pales of glittering tin th’ enclosure grace.”

As no mention is made of iron having been
used in the construction of the tabernacle,
we may infer that this metal was then little
known, or that it was very difficult to be
worked for the purposes of use or ornament.

Long after that period, so valuable was iron
considered by the Greeks, that it is said in
Homer, ¢ Some bought wine with brass,
« some with splendid iron, and some with
"¢ cattle.”

. The poef, in describing the funeral games
instituted by Achilles on the death of Patro-
clus, says—



- OF iTHE ANCIENTS. 7.

“ Then hurl’d the hero, thundering on the ground,

¢ A mass of iron (an enormous round), ‘

“ Whose weight and size the circling Greeks admire; '
“ Made from the furnace, and but shiap’d by fire.”
“ Let him whose might can hurl this bowl, arise; .

“ Who farthest hurls it, take it as his prize :

¢ If he be one enrich’d with large domain

“ Of downs for flocks, of arable for grain,

« Small stock of iron needs that man provide ;

« His hinds and swains whole years shall be supplied
 From hence ; nor ask his neighb’ring city’s aid

“ For ploughshares, wheels, and all the rural trade.”

It is said in a note on this passage by
Madame Dacier, ¢ That in those times iron
‘¢ was very scarce; and as a sure sign of this
‘¢ scarcity, that their arms were made of
‘ brass.” . :

¢ Next these a buckler, spear and helm he brings ;
¢ Cast on the plain, the brazen burden rings;'

“ Arms which of late divine Sarpedon wore,

¢ And great Patroclus in short triumph bore.”

" Copper being too soft a metal for general |
purposes, some mixture or alloy was in-
A4



8 ON THE TIN TRADE

vented, called brass, denoting any ‘metallic
composition of which the principal part is
- copper..

From the following passage of Scripture
.we have reason to believe -that the brass of
Moses was alloyed with tin:

" "« And he made the. laver of brass, and
« the foot of it with brass, of the looking-

¢ glasses of the women assembling, that
“ assembled at the door of the tabernacle of
¢ the congregation.”

As copper alloyed with a proportion of
tin, about two parts to one, as is now
used in the specula, or reflectors of tele-
scopes, is alone capable of taking and retain-
ing a high polish, and reflecting objects, we
may conclude that the reflecting mirrors of
the Israelites were composed of a mixture
-of 'tin with copper; and as these reflecting
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-mirrors, which were very small, were re-
‘quired for making the laver, they were ne-
-cessary either for the great proportion of tin
they contained, in order to give a high polish
‘and lustre to the laver, -or for the general
. purpose of making brass.

The  researches of Mr.  Klaproth, and
other modern chemists, into the composi-
: tion of the weapons, and utensils in. bronze,
~of the ancients, have more fully ascertained
 this fact ¥,

“ We know from ancient authors, as
-« well as from the weapons and utensils dug
“up in modern times, that men ‘in the
‘ earliest ages, and even in those that
. «¢ succeeded them, employed copper, in pre-
- ¢¢ ference, for the fabrication' of metallic
“ utensils, and weapons.

* Magmin Encyclopédique, June 1800, p.298.
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‘¢ I shall not avail myself of the numerous
“ testimonies .of ancient authors to prove’
‘that copper has been .emplayed in_ pre-
“ ference to iran, as it is sufficient to appeal
« to Homer. All weapons, hoth. offensive
“and defensive, as swords, - spear-heads,
¢ helmets, and shields, as well as various
¢ domestic utensils, were of copper (xais);
¢ though in Homer's time, iron (cidngos) was
¢ used, but less frequently, and "hardened
“ by plunging it red-hot into water. Even
“ when the advantages of iron, and the -
““ modes of fabricating it, were Dbetter
¢ known, men used copper for their wea-
« pons; for instance, in the last.ages. of the
‘¢ republics of Greece and Rome.

¢ We know that copper by ifself is not
« fit for the purposes for which the ancients
« employed it. When cast, it is porous
« and brittle; and when forged, it is too
¢« soft.”
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* The ancient weapons and utensils bemg
“of a hardness- which. this metal does
“ not possess, it was.supposed that the
‘ ancients had some method of hardening
‘ copper, as we do iron and steel. But
« chemical analysis has shown the falsity of
« this opinion; - and demonstrated. ‘that
““ these weapons and instruments were ‘not
“ pure copper, but an alloy of this metal
¢ with tin, which- we call' bronze, and
*“ which was the s (brass) of the Romans.

¢ The weapons, instruments, and statues,
“ which have been dug out of the ground,
s¢ evidently prove, that the property of tin
* to impart hardness -and density to' the
‘ metal alloyed with it, was known and
¢ employed by the -most ancient nations.
« All these -objects. occur in bronze, but
“ none of them in pure copper.

“ It is astonishing, that the ‘practice  of
* ¢ imparting hardpess to copper, by alloying
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“ it with a certain proportion of tin; -suf-
“ ficient for sword-blades, and other cut-
“ ting instruments, should have been so
“ geberélly followed by the ancients, not-
‘¢ withstanding the want of tin-mines.

¢ All the tin they used they were obliged
¢ to procure from the Cassiterides, the pre-
¢« sent Cornwall; and the trade was ex-
¢ clusively in the hands of the Phenicians.

«¢ Having had an opportunity of assaying
-« geveral fragments of metallic antiquities,
« T conceive it may be of some public utility
“ to make known the results, as a supple-
- « ment to the few accurate analyses hitherto

¢ made.

< Analysis of an ancient Sword.

¢ This analysis gave: the following pro-
« portions: of .tin eleven parts, copper
* eighty-nine.
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¢ Mons. Monge’s analysis, from the 5th
¢¢ vol. of the Memoirs of the Institute, of tin
¢ 15.53 parts, copper 87.57.

“ Analysis of ‘another ancient Sword.’

“ Of tin fifteen, copper eighty-five. The
“ rivets that fastened the outer part of
¢ the belt contained but five per cent. of
“ tin, because they required to be more
¢ flexible.

¢ A third sword had  of tin ten. parts,
‘¢ of copper ninety. Another sword, or
« cutlass, contained but four per cent. of
“ tin.

“ These ancient swords were not forged,
‘¢ like our weapons of iron or steel, but
¢ were cast in- moulds, as all other instru-
“ ments of bronze. Their edge, as well as

“ those of cutting instruments, in general,
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“ must have. been given by hard -smooth
¢ stones.

¢ The opinion of some antiquaries, there-
¢ fore, who assert that the ancients were
“ unacquainted with the art of casting
¢ metals, is absolutely false.

. - ¢ To-say ' nothing of the nature ‘of bronze
¢ rendering it  incapable of: being:prepared, .
“in any other way, we may be céavinced
“ of this by simple inspection; and if you
« 'would have a ;proof of it in‘ Homer, you
¢, need .only ‘read the twenty-third book of
‘¢¢ the Iliad. - .

“ A crooked knife found in Germany,
* yielded, by. analysis,. of tin, fifteen, of cop-
* per, .eighty-five parts. - Another - knife
¢ found . .in. the isle of Rugen, gave,- of
¢ tin,. thirteen, of. .copper, eighty-seven
4. parts.
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. .““1 conceive it unnecessary.to particu-
¢ larize the rest of the analyses I made of
“¢ pieces of antique bronze; it is sufficient
‘ to say, that, except this mirror and the
~ ¢ rivets already mentioned, I always.found
«.the alloy. contained from .nine to fifteen
¢ per cent. of tin *,

++¢ In our.days the use of iron and brass
“ has singularly diminished -that of ‘bronze;,
¢¢ which was so frequently employed by:the
¢ ancients. It is now confined to cannons,
‘ bells, statues, &c. But is it not desir-
“ able, that our copper .vessels should.be
“ replaced by vessels of bronze, or brass,
« as they are less liable to.oxidation and' to
¢¢ injure the health ?

* Dr. Pearson found, by analysis, that ‘the ancient
metal instruments contained from six. to twelve -parts of
.copper to one .of tin—See Vol. XCVL of the Philoso~
phical Transactions for the year 1796.

el ge s



OF THE ANCIENTS. 17

~* This question deserves to be solved by
* comparative experiments.

“ What ought to induce us to examine
« this important question is, that the an-
“ cients employed only vessels of bronze, in
“ their kitchens and cellars, in general;
« though they were well acquainted with
‘ the injurious qualities of the oxide of cop-
“ per taken internally. This oxide, how-
« evér, they used externally for cleansing
« and healing wounds:—according to Aris-
¢ totle, wounds, made with weapons of
‘¢ bronze, were more easily cured, than those
“ made with weapons of iron.”

Pliny (lib. xxxiv. cap. xvii.) says, the art
of tinning copper was understood and prac-
tised by the ancient Romans.

A question, perhaps more difficult to be an-
swered, though not less deserving of inquiry,
is, whether the tin, used by the ancients,

' B



18 ON TH; TIN TRADE

and particularly by the Egyptians, was
brought to them from the East, or from the
West ?

The conquests of Osiris and Sesostris in
India, though blended with fable, show
the early intercourse with that country;
and the great riches, and various articles
which Moses brought with him out of Egypt,
prove, that they were procured in conse-
quence of an extensive commerce with the
East. It is, likewise, asserted that the Egyp-
tians traded to India, even before the
Phenicians carried on a commerce in the
Mediterranean Sea :«-and though it may ap~
pear improbable that the Phenicians should
have stipp]ied ‘the Egyptians, in the earliest
ages, with the tin of Britain, we are not au-
thorized by history to dssert that this article
was brought to them, from the East; but
~ we know that, from the time of Alexander,
the tin of Britain found its way always to
India.
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_'The Rev. Dr. Vincent, in his learned
Treatise on the Commerce and Navigation
of the Ancients, in the Indian Ocean, says,
that - « tin is mentioned as an import into
* Africa, Arabia, Scindi, and the coast of
¢ Malabar. It has continued an article of
‘¢ commerce-brought out of Britain, in all
, * ages, conveyed to all the countries in the
¢« Mediterranean by the Phenicians, Greeks,
‘ and Romans, and carried into the Eastern
¢ Ocean, from the origin of commerce,”

We are likewise informed by the same
respectable author, that ¢ tin is anothet of
s¢ the articles enutnerated by Arrian (which
¢« were exported to India); and if we find
*¢ the produce of Britain conveyed to Mala-
¢ bap, in the earliest period that history can
 reach, we find the spices of Malabar in
¢ Britain, in an age when the course of the
< commerce with India was probably as
* little known, as the existence of Ame-
« rica. The Venerable Bede, who died in

B2



20 | ON THE TIN TRADE

¢ the year 735, was possessed: of pepper,
“ cinnamon, and frankincense.

&€ Did no one ever ask the question, how,
“ in that age, these luxuries had been con-

«.veyed to Britain, or were treasured in a
« cell at Weirmouth ?”

History is more positive respecting the
navigation of the ancients to the West:
the Haven, and the Ships of Sidon, are
noticed early in Scripture :—Sidon is called
the ¢ First Born.” ~Of Tyre it is said,
¢ it is the Crowned City, whose Merchants
¢ are Princes, whose Traffickers are the
* honourable of the earth.”

Frequent mention is made of the ships of
Tarshish* (now Cadiz); and as some -

* Many have been the conjectures respecting the situa-
tion of the Tarshish of Scripture. Some have placed it in
the East, some in the West. But it appears to have been
the name, either of the Province of Beetica in Spain, or of
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proof of the great intercourse, even by
single ships, with that country, it is said
of Jonah, that ¢ intending to flee from
“ the presence of the Lord, he went down to
“ Joppa (the Sea-Port of Jerusalem), where
“ he found a ship ready to sail for Tarshish ;
* he paid the fare thereof, and embarked ;

« but the Lord sent out a great wind into

-

an auc;ent clty, situated befween the two moyths of the
river B(Btlﬂ, wlnch river was called Tartessus, and now
Guadalqulvn', or the Great Rlver, or that it was the city
of Cadiz.

- On the authority of the Poem ¢ de Ora Maritima
of Festus Avienus, I bave supposed it tq be Cadiz;

“ Hic Gadir urbs est dicta Tartessus prius :
“ Hic sunt columnee pertinacis Hercalis,
“ Abila atque Calpe.”

Mons. Goguet says, * that to secure the possession of
¢ the Isle of Cadiz, the Phenicians built a city there, to
¢ which the? gave a name declarative of the utility it wag
“ to them, and the use they made of it; they named it
# Gadir, a word which means Refuge, Enclosure”

B3
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20 ON THE TIN TRADE

thenticity of whose history Mr. Whitaker
bas much relied op, and often quoted,
mentions “ that the Phenicians - came- here
“ one thousand years before Christ, when,
“ he says, the whoale island was inbabited
‘ and cultivated.” .

.+ ‘Pupin, in his ‘Universal Library of His-
tarians, observes on the authqrity of San.
chonjathon, the most ancient and celebraged
of the Phenician historians, that Herevles,
the tutelary God of Tyre, was worshipped
uwnder the pame of Melcarthus. The gu-
thors of the Universal Histoxy likewise men-
tion, that Hercules, or Melcarthys, was the
ancient God of Tyre; and they add, that he
was so called .from Melec Cartha, the king
of the city, :

| Melcarthus (whese attributes, represent-
ing the twelve signs of the zadiac, in al-
Jusian to the supposed labours of Hercules,
Which were paitod op the walls of :the
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temple of Cadiz) was ‘mamed, by the
Greeks, the Tyrian Hercules, and, as sueh;
worshipped in the celebrated temple of that

city.

Sanchoniathon lived about the time of
Pavid; and the voyage of Melcarthus (to
whom these discoverigs and inventions were
attributed, -or rather;  perhaps, undér whose
influence they were made) ‘must have Eaken
place, before that peaod S

The date of this transaction seems to be
confirmed, by a passage in Strabo, whe says,
that Phenician ships passed the Straits, and
eitered on the pcean, about twelve hun&fned
yem-'s before Chmt, - :

Hlerodotus, who wrote 458 yéars before -
Christ, acknowledged his ignorance of the
dituation ofthe Islands, called ‘the:Cassite-
yides, from whence the tin’ oame, buis ke

-~ D ,,» . .. FEDE



28 ' QN THE TIN TRADE

supposed tin, like amber, was brought from
-the remotest f)@tts of Europe,

From this passage in Herodotus, it ap-
pears that the tin of the Cassiterides was -
brought ta Greece, 450 years before Christ ;
" when the navigation of the "Ancients had
been extended to the remotest parts of
Europe; as it is well knawn that amber, so,‘
much esteemed by the Ancients, was found,
only, on the Coasts of Denmark arid Prussia,
or of the Islands in the Baltic.

Pytheés, the Greek Philosopher of Mar-
- seilles, who lived 360 years before Christ,
* wrote an- account of his voyage, in which
he described the British Isles; and, it is said,
he sailed as far as the Arctic Circle, where,
; gt the summer solstice, there is no night,

The account he gave to -his countrymen,
- on his return, of what be had seen, in fhe
- countries he had visited, caused him to be
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disbelieved ; but a better knowledge of those
countries, confirms the truth of his narrative.

As the inhabitants of that part of Britain, E
situated near the promontory of Belerium,
are said to have been more early civilized and
improved than the rest of the Britons, .from
their more frequent intercourse with foreign
merchants, it méy not be uninteresting, or
altogether irrelevant, in sp.eaking of the im- -
provements introduced  among us, by the
Phenicians, to give some account of
that celebrated people, who, by their enter- -
terprising voyages, numerous colonies, - and
commercial speculations, communicated the
advantages of civilization and commerce to .
distant and barbarous nations.

A confederation of small trading. states -
was early formed, on the coast of Canaan;
of which Sidon and Tyre were the - most
considerable.
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- 'Theése Phenician states, or ¢ities, having
but sinall territorial possessions, soon ac-
quired wealth, by their fisheries, manufac-
tures, and commetcé. They sent out, very
early, colonies to. the Islands and Coasts of
the Meditérrahean; and are said to have
directed their attention; particularly, to the
arts of metallurgy, and mining.

« Théy traded,” siys Dr. Vincent, * to
4 the East, by the ihtervention of Arabis;
“and te the West, by the means of thé
¢ Mediterranean; they penetrated, eastward,
¢ through the Straits of Death, which were
4 tle termination of thé¢ Red Sea; and,
# westward, beyond the Pillars of Hercules, -
« which were the boundaries of all know-
« ledge to every nation, but their own. They
¢ advancéd, northward, to the British Iﬂes,
¢« and, southward, to the Coast of Africa, on
¢« the Atlantic Ocean.”
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" These states were tiot less celebrated for
their proficiéncy in the sciences, than for
“their improvements, in the arts and eme
bellishments of -life.

They are said to have invented arithmetic,
to have perfected the alphabet, and to have
cultivated poetry, music, mathematics, and
astronomy; to have excelled in ship-
building, navigation®; and architecture; in
m_anﬁfacturing glass and linen; and in
Working metals, stone, and wood,

At the time of the war of Troy, the
Sidonians wete able to furnish othér natiotis
with every thing that could contribute to
luxuty and megrificence.

Such was the fame of the Sidonians for
taste and irvetition, thiat whatever was éither

* Orpheus makes the pilot of the ship Argo tor be a
Phenician, as being particularly skilled in navigation.



32 ON THE TIN TRADE

elegant or agreeable, was distinguished, by
way -of excellence, with the epithet of Sie
donian. ‘ '

¢ And now succeed the gifts ordain’d to grace:

“ The youths contending in the rapid race.

“ A silver urn, that full six meéasures held,

“ By none in weight, or workmanship, excell'd:

% Sidonian artists taught the frame to shine,

“ Elaborate, with artifice diviné;

“ Whence Tyrian sailors did the prize transport,

¢ And gave to Thoas, at the Lemnian port * A

The city of Tyse, said in Scripture to be
“ the Daughter of Sidon,” was founded, ac-
cording to Josephus, 240 years before. the
building of Solomon’s Temple.

The Prophet Ezekiel, fortelling her. de-

struction, thus describes it :—

* O thou that art situate at the -entry of
¢ the sea, which art a merchant of the

«¢ people for many isles :
* Pope’s Homer, 23d book of the Iliad,
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v "% Fhy borders are in the midst of the sea;
“ thy builders have perfected thy besuty.; °

- They have made all thy. ship-boards of
« the fir-trees of Senir: they have. taken
* cedars from Lebanon to make masts.

.....

“« Of thc oaks of Bashan * have they
“ made thine oars; the company of the
.« Ashuntes have made thy benches of ivory,
w brought out of the 1slcs of C1tt1m+

ar Fin_c linen, with broidered Wdrk' from
« Egypt, was that which thou spreadedst
« forth to be thy sails; blue and purple from
‘“ thé isles of Eﬁsha 1 was that whlch
el éovered thee. A

" e The inhabitants of Sidon and of Av-
“rad || were thy mariners; thy wise men,

__*® Bashan lies to the East of the Sea of Gallilee.
¥ Cittim, ‘Cféhce, or Isles in the Eggan Sea.
1 Elisha, Isles near the Peloponnesus;; o
i| Avrad, or Avradus, a city en an island like Tyre,

C
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¢¢.0 -Tyre! that were in thee, were ‘thy
“ ptlots.

“The ancients of Gebal *, and the wise
« men ‘thereof, were in thee ‘thy caulkers:
¢ all the ships of the ‘'sea, with their mari-
‘“ pers, were in thee to occupy thy mer-
K chandise. - |

- «“They of ‘Persia, and :o"f Lud, and of
« Phut, were in thy army thy men of war;
“ they hanged the shield and the helmet
:“ in thee ; they set forth thy comeliness.

¢ The men of Avrad, with thine army, |
“ were upon thy walls round about; and
“ the Grammadins were in thy towers; they
“ hanged their shields upon.thy walls ; they
“ mac‘le.‘t'hy beauty perfect.

# Gebal, situated on the coast of Canaan, between Tri-
polis and Berytus.
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“ Tarshish was thy merchant, by reason of
¢ the multitude of all kinds of riches ; with
« silver, iron, tin, and lead, they traded in
« thy fairs.

“ When thy wares went forth on the
¢ seas, thou filledst many people, thou didst
“ enrich the kings of the earth with the
‘“ multitude of thy riches, and of thy mer-
¢ chandise.” o

“ Thine heart was lifted up, becausq of
¢ thy beauty ; thou hast corrupted thy wis-
« dom by reason of thy brightness : I will
“ cast thee to the ground; I will lay thee
“ before kings, that they may behold
‘. thee.” .

"~ This city, of which it was said, * What

- city is like to Tyrus, like the destroyed in
“'the midst of the sea?’ underwent three
memorable sieges.

c2
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The first siege was undertaken by order
of Salmamasser, king of Assyria, lasted three
‘years, and terminated only with his death. -

The second, by Nebuchadnessar*, who,
after. a siege of thirteen years, made him-
self master of the city. . His troops are said
to have. suffered incredible hardships in the
siege, ‘¢ yet had he no wages, nor his army,
“ for Tyre ; although every head was made
“ buld, and every shoulder was peeled.”
Before the city was taken, the inhabitants
‘had’ retired to a neighbouring island, about
‘the distance of -a mile from the shore,
whiere they afterwards built the new city.

Nebuchadnessar having been thus disap-
pointed, vented his rage on the buildings.
‘and on the few inhabitants who remained,
erasing the city, and putting those he found
in it to the sword. ' :

* Nebuchadnessar lived 508 years A.C.

-
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When the city of TFyre ‘was besieged by
Alexander the Great, it ‘was situated on an
island, surrounded by a wall one hundred
and fifty feet high, plentifully supplied with
provisions and warlike machines. Although
this siege lasted only seven months, it was
memorable from the brave defence of its
inhabitants, and from the mole, or cause-
way, made by Alexander from the shore,
to the island, where the city of Tyre was
situated. 'The inhabitants of the neighbour-
ing towns were compelled to bring timber
from Mount Lebanon, and stones from Old
Tyre and from the coast, to fill up the frame-
work of the mole as it advanced.

Quintus Curtius relates that, during the
siege of Tyre, one of the citizens asserted
that ‘he had been told by Apollo that
‘¢ he would forsake thecity;” in consequence
of which the image of Apollo was chained
with golden chains to the altar of Hercules,
the guardian deity of the city. On taking

c3
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 Tyre, Alexander unchained the statue of
* the God, and thanked him for his good in-
tentions of coming over to the Macedonians.

Such were the effects of the ‘mild and
equitable government ' established in the
cities of Phenicia, that seventeen centuries
before Christ her seas were said ‘“ to ‘hdve
““ been covered with ships, as with a gar-
“ ment.” And that * ships flocked to her
« as doves to the windows.”

Carthage was founded by Dido, and by
some of the principal persons of Tyre, about
one hundred and forty-eight years after the
building of the Temple at Jerusalem.

Dido landed in Africa, near the city of
Utica, originally a Phenician colony, and
was assisted by the inhabitants of that city
‘in building Carthage, called Cartha-Hadtha,
which signifies the new city, and ‘was. pro-
‘nounced Cartaxa.
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the chief strength of his fleet, declared that
they could not serve against their country-
men; and when the Carthaginians were
prevented, by an unexpected war at home,
from sending assistance to- the city of Tyre,
besieged by Alexander, they testified, by
every means in-their power, their attachs
ment to the mother-country, by treating
with suitable kindness and respect, the
wives, the children, and the old men of

Tyre, who were intrusted to their care and
protection. -

‘Such acts of kindness and generosity de-
serve to be noticed, for the credit of human’
nature.

- The Romans, as enemies, calumniated
the Carthaginians, asserting that they were
avaricious, and greedy of acquiring wealth, but
admitted, that they were frugal and parsimo-
nious in their manner of living, and applied
their.riches to the purposes of religion and
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".Diodorus says,' that the Carthaginians
opened ¢ all the mines in Spain; and that
¢ hence they became sa rich and power-
¢¢ ful, and hired so’ many valiant soldiers,
4¢ that they carried on many great wars;
¢ —hence they involved the Romans and
¢« Afficans in extreme hazards, almost to
« their utter ruin.” ‘

- The Romans succéeded the Carthaginians
in working the mines in Spain, and em-
ployed forty thousand slaves in the silvers
mines near Carthagena *. ‘

The Romans dug long and deep galleries,
or adits, and drew up great quantities of
water from the deepest bottoms of their
mines, by means of the pumps which Archi-
medes had invented for drawing water in
"Egypt; and it is remarkable, that this mode

* It is not a little remarkable that nearly the same num-
ber of persons are reported to be, at present, employed in
the mines in South America.

-
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of .raising water is still practised in Spain
and Portugal.

“ That the voyages -of the Phenicians
“ were not mere coasting ‘voyages (Mr.
« Polwele thinks), from the monopoly -of
“ our ‘trade for several centuries: For a
«long space of time they -carried on a
¢ regular trade with this island, to the ex-
¢ clusion of all -other nations. = Even our
Kz neighbours, the Gauls, were unacquainted
“ with them. But if the Phenicians had
“ been unskilled voyagers, timidly pursuing
« the line of the coasts, it is ‘impossible that
« they could have kept their secret long.
¢« They would have frequently exposed them-
« selves to the observations of .the maritime.
«« people; and curiosity, once awakened,
“¢ never-acquiesces in ignorance.”

It was the discovery of the bright star in
the shoulder of the Lesser Bear, which being
the nearest to the Pole, varies the least from
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its position, of any of the stars, that pro-
bably encouraged the Phenicians to un-
dertake long voyages, and to expose them-
selves on unknown seas. The superior
excellence of the Phenician navigators
may have contributed as much to conceal
from other nations the sources of com-
mercial wealth, as the desire of the Phe-
nicians. themselves to monopolize it; for
the Phenicians made their observations by
the bright star nearest the Pole ¥, while the
Greeks, and other nations not so conversant
in astronomy, were governed by the con-
stellation of the Great Bear, which, as it
was further from the Pole, did not enable
them to undertake long voyages, or to trust
-themselves out of sight of land.

* Mons. Bailly, in his work on the Astronomy of the
Ancients, observes, that, at the time of Chiron, the true
Polar Star was the Star of r in the Dragon, which was,
then, only five degrees from the Pole. .

The Star which we.now call the Polar Star, and which
is, at present, very near the Pole, was, in-these early times,
more than fifteen degrees distant from it.
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“ Thy arts, O Greece, with us had yet no place,

¢ Learn’d were thy sons, but net a warrior race :

“ To handle well the sword, or missive dart,

“ Was then,‘ at Rome, the master-piece of art:

¢ Who then of Hyads, or of Pleiads spoke, -

¢ Or notice of the Poles observant took ?

“ Who knew the Greater or the Lesser Bear,

¢ By which the Greeks, or the Phenicians steer?” .
MasseY’s Translation of Ovid’s Fasti, p. 126.

The Phenicians of Tyre were very desirous
‘of concealing from other nations the sources
of their wealth, and particularly of their
voyages to the Cassiterides for tin.

‘Herodotus, who had been at Tyre, could
_ not learn the real situation of the Cassite-
rides: a proof not ‘only of ‘the great ‘ad-
vantages the Phenicians derived by supplying
other natibns with tin, but of the secrecy
with which- that trade was conducted.

Strabo relates, ¢ that the captain of a Phe-
¢ nigianvessel returning from Britain, seeirig
‘ himself pursued:by a2 Roman galley; chose
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“¢ rather to run his vessel among rocks, that
‘- the Roman might experience the like fate,
“ than be the means of discovering so valu-
“ able a éomnierce to the ‘enemy of his
‘ country. ‘The captain having escaped from -
¢ the wreck, claimed from his country, com-
¢ pensation for the loss ‘of his vessel and the
~ * cargo; and it is said he was paid from the
¢ public treasury the amount of his claims.”

¢ By these prudent precautions,” Dr.
‘Henry observes, * the Phcniciaris e;ljoyed a
« profitable and exclusive trade to these
¢ islands, for about three hundred years. But
¢ the secret was at length discovered, and
_“ the Greeks, Gauls, and Romans came in,
“ successively, for ésharc in this trade.”™

The Phocean Greeks, a colony settled at
Marseilles five hundred and forty years before
Christ, who, after. the. destruction of Car-

_ thage, carried on this commerce, endeavoured
. to conceal from the Romans their knowledge
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The following -account of Britain appears
to be derived: fram the: best sources of in-
formation : - -

Dioderus observes, that ¢ those Britons,
¢ who dwell near the . promontory .of - Bele-
‘ rium (the Land’s End in Cornwall), live in
‘ a very hospitable, polite manner, which is
< owing to- their ‘great intercourse with fo-
< reign merchants. They prepare,  with
< much dexterity, the tin-which the country
# .produceth, For though this metal is
£ very precious,.yet, when it is first dug
‘:‘,:up;. it is mixed with earth, from which
« they separate it by melting and refining,
“ When it is refined, they cast it into ingots,
% in the shape of cubes, or dies, and then
“ carry it into an adjacent Island, which is
s called Ictis (Wight *). For when itis low
#¢ water, the space between that Island and

* Dr. Henry’s Translation, .

D
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« the Continent of Britain becomes dry land;
¢¢ and they carry great quantities of tin into
“ it, in their carts. Here the merchants buy
“it, and transport it to the Coast of Gaul;
¢ from whence they ‘convey it over land, on
¢ horses, in about thu'ty days, to the mouths
“oftthbone.
- ‘Cegsar remarks, that this commercial id-
tercourse with Britain was, in his time,
‘cartied on by the people who inhabited the
towns of the Veneti; and observes, that
¢ the state of the Veneti is the most
« powerful on the coasts of those na-
.4 tions ; for, being well stored with: sb‘ip’-
¢ ping, with which they trade to Britain,
~ « they.are better mariners than any of their
* neighbours, are.masters of those few sea-
« ports, which® lie on the coast of so
¢ tempestuous a sea as theirs, and exact
« tribute from such merchants as sail on
¢ that sea.”.
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- The same author describes in the follow-
ing manner, the ships of the Venetl, a.nd
those of their allies, the Britons, in the
maval engagement with the.:Romans: ...
:-4¢The enemy,” he says, ¢ had great od;' _
 vantage over us in their shipping ; thc
% Jeeels. of their ships were ﬂatter than ours,
¥ ¢onsequently - more convenient for. the
¢¢ shallows, and low tides ; their forcca,sthg
«were very high; their p'oops‘ were. con-
¢:trived so as to endure the roughness of thg
“ gea; the body of their vessels was built of
‘ impenetrable oak ;. the banks for the oars
¢ were heams of a foot square, fa.stenod_.a.t
‘¢ each end, with iron pins an inch thick ,
‘¢ instead. of cables for their anchors they ,
“ made use of iron chains; and had hidés
¢« for their sails, either because they wanted
‘ linen, and were ignorant of. its use,. or,
“ what is more likely, they thought lmen
‘¢ sails not strong enough to endure theu'
‘¢ boisterous seas, and 1mpetuous wmds, and

D2
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“ to carry VesseTs of such conmder‘able bur-

« den s A e

The fleet of ‘the Veneti, -atid that which
was sent from Britain to their aid, consisting
of ‘two hundred and tWédfy ‘sail, appedted
extremely forthidable to thi€ Romaris, as:wvell
on dccount of their numbers, -and- thesize
of their vessels, as from their height, which
gave them a great advantage in -casting
javelins, &&.; but a calm ‘comitg on, ‘thé
..Roméns contrived, by scythes, to cutthé
ropes of the enemies ships, thereby render-
ing their sails useless, and their hulls un-
manageable : the battle thus became - moré
_equal but the Romian soldiers, who fotight
in the sight of Cesar, and of the rest of the
‘arrpy, éntirely vanquished their‘enemies;:

Such is the account which Caesar gives of
‘this sea-fight ; but he adds, that the battle
lasted the whole day, and the it was not until
“tlie second morning, that the entire defeat of

B .
.-
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the enemy was ascertained, by the vessels
which were run on shore, and by those
which were captured Hence we’ learn,
that- the Veneti had ‘a. numerous shlppmg,
and. that from thelr frequent mtercourse
W1th Bntam, they ‘were better marmers
,than any of their neighbours ; and that, be-
jng- masters of the few sea-ports of that
tempestuous ses, they exacted tribute from
the trading vessels; and, 1t is very probable
that _lthey.:,engrosxcli the trade in tin be-
tween Briain gnd Gaul.

The assistance afforded by Britain to the
Veneti; in this war, was afterwards stated
a8 a pretext for invading this Island; and
‘the ships of the Veneti were compelled to
form a part of the elght hundred sail, that
_brought Ca&sar, and,hls army, a second't_une
to Britain. . . R

The followmg account of the orlgm of
blue, being the vaaxhl;g colour of dress
D3
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for seamen, may not be uninteresting,_ or
entirely foreign to our subject. '

 Vegetius, in his fifth book, on the Mili-
tary Affairs of the Romans, supposes ‘‘ the
“ custom which they adopted, of painting
“ the vessels sent on discoveries, of a blue
¢ colour, and even the sails, ropes, and dress
¢ bf the soldiers and sailors of the same,
“ was taken from the people of Vannes; as
‘¢ the Latin name of fhis colour, and that
“ of this people, is Véfletusi, ‘and indicates
“ its origin,” ‘
‘ Pompey, the son of the celebrated
“ Pompey, having gained advantages over
e the ﬂeét of Ciesar, affected to be called
“ the son of Neptune; and, though a General,
Kz t:) wear the blue, or mariné‘ colour, in-
¢« stead of the purple; notwithstanding
“ which, this Pretendcd son of Neptune
“ was entirely deféated by A'grippg*."‘
- . SeeHuet



OF THE “ANCIENTS. 55

" I have next to refer to the opinions of those:

learned authors, who have written on the
situation of the Island of Ictis, as men-.
tioned by Diodorus; and although it has
been observed by a respectable County His-.
torian, “ that many fruitless inquiries have
‘ been made with regard to the place, or
« places, from whence our tin was shipped,
‘“in the time of the Phenicians,” I s.ub-j .
‘mit the following reasons for my conjecture
that the Ictis of Diodorus was the present
Saint Michael’s Mount.

“Camden says, * The Isle of Wight was
« called by the Romans, Vecta, Vectis, Vec-
* tesis; by Ptolemy, Ovinoic; by the Bri-
“ tons, Guith; by the Saxons, Vielanb, and
«Wicp-ea (ea signifying an island)’; by us
* at present the Isle of Wight, and Whight."”

¢ From its nearness in situation, and the

¢¢ similarity of its name, this Vecta may be

“ supposed the Icta, which, according to
P4
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« Diodorus Siculus; by the influx of the tide
« geemed an island; but at ebb time,. the-
¢ intermediate coast being left dry, the an-.
« cient Britons uséd to carry their tin into.
«“ it, in carts, in order to its being exported,
* to Gaul.”

The Reverend Dr. Borlase, in his excellent
Hisory of Cornwall, says,  That from the
¢ description of Diodorus; it will naturally.
“ occur to the inquisitive reader to ask,
¢¢ where this Ictis was, to whi¢h the Cornish
¢¢ carried their tin in carts, and there sold it
¢ to the merchants ? - I really cannot inform
“ him ; but by the Ietis here, it is plain
“ that the historian could not mean the Ic-
¥ tis, 'or'Vectis of the Ancients (at present
¢ called the TIsle of Wight), for he is speak-
“ ing of the Britons of Cornwall, and, by the
¢ words, it should seem, those of the most
*"Western parts. Those who live at the ex-
* treme end of Britain, called Belerium, find,
“¢ dress, melt, carry, and sell their'tia. . Now

2 .-
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it would be absurd to.think' that these .
‘¢ inhabitants should carry, in carts, their tin,
‘' near two hundred miles (for sa far distant
«is thie Isle of Wight to them), when they
“ had, at:least, as‘good ports and harbours
¢ on their own shores, - as. they could meet
¢ with there:—Besides, these jnhabitants are
“ said, in the same paragraph, to have been
‘. more than ordinarily civilized, by convers-
« ing.with strangers, and merchants. - Those
“¢‘merchants must then have. been very con-
s¢yersant in Cornwall;. there trafficked - for
¢ tin; that is, there bought, and,from thence,
¢ exported the tin, or they could have. had
¢ no business there; their residence would
“ have been in some of the ports of Hamp-
¢¢ shire; and Cornwall could scarce have
-4 felt. the influence of their: manners, much
-¢“Jless"have been informed .and civilized. by
¢ them, at that distance. Again, the Cornish,
:‘-‘afwrth_'c: tin was melted, carried it, at low
¢ water, .over. to the Ictis, in carts. Thijs
¢¢ will, by no means, suit the situation of the
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« Isle of Wight, which is at least two miles
« distant from the main land; and never, as
“ far as we can’ lgarh; has been alternately
« an Island, and a Peninsula, as the tide was
“in and out. The Ictis, therefore, hére
“ mentioned, must lie somewhere near the
“ coast of Cornwall ; and must either have
* been a general name for any Peninsula on
“ a creek (fk, being' a common Cornish
“ word  denoting a cove, creek, or port of
« traffick), or the narhe of some particular
¢ Peninsula, and common emporium on the
¢« 'same coast, which has now lost its isth-
“ mus, name, and perhaps wholly" disap-
« peared, by means of some great altera
*f tions on the sea-shore of this coimty."‘

It appears the more necessary to state
these observations at some length, that the
reasons Dr. Borlase has given, may have the
effect to which they are entitled; and that
the Suggqstiqns qf 80 'g'reat'an authority, &

1
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‘Mr. Camden, should not be acquiésced in
without examination. ‘

Dr. Borlase's suggestion, that the Isle’ of
Ictis was one of the Scilly Islands, does not,
however, appear more correct, than-that of
Camden; for the reasons Dr. Borlase has
given against the Isle of Wight, appear with
much more force against his own conjecture,
‘that ohe of the- Scilly Isles was the Ictis,
which,  beingsituated, nine leagues at:sea,
‘from the nearest part of Britain, could never
"have been the Peninsula’ into’ which the tin
"could have been carried, when the tide was
-at ebb. ‘ -

T shall next make a very few remarks on
the conjecture, that either the Black Rock,
"at Falmouth, or Saint Nicholas’s: Island,
near- Plymouth, was' the Ictis- of  Diodo-
rus :—Those who-suppose. the Black Rock
to have been the Ictis, appear to have been

M
.
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misled in their opinion by the Britishnword
Ik, as there are many names of. places, with
this termination, within the port of Fal-
‘mouth ;..and as the ,Black Rock ‘is ‘scargely
elevated above the ‘level of the waters, at
‘Jow -tides,, Mr. Polwhele observes, -that
;¢ they have sought in vain for a rock, as #
+#¢ resting-place, to perch upon.” -

. The Reverend' Mr, Polwhele, being soli-
- citous to establish his Greek colony near the
Kew-pélonor, (the Ram-Head), (though cer-
tainly, had such colony existed in the. tigae
+of Diodorus, he would have mentioned it) ;
and forgetting that the Ictis of Diodorus zg-
fers to the neighbouring district of the tin-
(mints neer the Land’s End, and not to those
pu.Dartmoer, may have supposed that
Nhe Greeks had a settlement somewhege
-4 Plymouth Harbour; but lest he should
smislead his readers, with what he rather
* jwished, than what he thought he wps
able to establish, he adds, * on the whole,
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« 1. 'think, - these ‘eoncurring circumstances
* give.a plausible air,  at least, to my hypo-
<« thesis { and I havé stated ithy ideas merely
4 ag theoretical.) -At all events, I conceive;
« and my teaders will agreewith mein epi-
‘ nion, that Saint Nicholas hath as fair a
© claim to the wommereial pfe-eminencé of
t: Ictis; 'as either the Isle of 'Wight, or one
* of - the ScrllyJIsles, or the Black Rock at
s Falmouth” Ay
1 Phe conjectures respecting the situation
‘of ‘the Isle of Ictis, - ‘having been very miuch
doubted, - even by the learned authers thém-
sélves;‘ a few -observations on-the similéﬁty
of the names, as-remarked by Camden, may ,
lendl to morg probable results. -

-:-:Cathden says the Isle of Wight was called,
*"by the Ancients, Vecta, Vectis, Victesis ; by
~Ptesk:my, Ovisfious's -we have,: therefore;, by
‘emitting. the terminations, the words Vect,
Vict, and Ouikt, pronounced as the British
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word wict, which, in.Boulay's Celtic Dic~
tionary, signifies alittle Island ; for as the
Greeks and Romans had.po ‘w- in their al-
phabet, the orthegraphy of the British word
is, as; nearln,aaposslble. prew:vndu Pl
: cht, or nght, is ﬁh; n3me ; ot' an
Island, adjatent to ong part.of Britain; and
althbugh Saint Michael's. Mount  be ‘nearer
to the mining district of the Land's End,
which, since the introduction of Chris-
tianity, has'been named Saint Michael, yst it
still fosjms 3. part of theAWesterri division of
Cemnwall,: called Penwict, or Penwith;
: -Which Dr. Heary, in his History, remarks,
js ¢ the British name for kigh, or head land
“ qf the Island ; wict mgmfymg an Island.”

...Baint Michael’s Mount being in.the hun-
dred of Penwith, , may therefore be said still
to retain_its ancient name; or this- part of
Cornwall may have been named from this
1sland. .
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- The opinions of Mr. Camdén and Dr: Bor-
lase nearly agree in:the followigg inferences:
. Mr..Camden supposes, that, from. the si-
milarity.of: the ‘'words Ictis: and -Vectis, it
. was one.and the same island. ... ;.- o

- Dr.! Borlase says, that the Iétis must have
been situated somewhere near .the Coast of
Cornwall, and have been a general name for
a peninsula, or some particular ‘peninsula,
and.common emporiuin,: on the same coast:

If Mr. Camden had said, that the Ictis and
Vectis was a. common name of any Island,
instead of .4 . particular Tsland, and if Dr.
‘Borlasé had sqpposed, that Ictis was a com-
‘mon’ name fot'an Island, mstead of a par-
ticular Peninsula,: they.!would both hawe
coricurred in the same opinion, and in what
appears to be the true sigunification of. the
British word wict.. .

el
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-;{Christianity had. :been lang: introduced in
the..Eastern part of® Britain, gnd: even ex+
tended beyond the -Roman Provinces, before
it- prevailed. in. the - West; for it: was not
till the beginning of the. fifth century, . that
it was generally, embraced in Carnwall, .../

Samtﬂotadmc, iotherwise Cury, Bishap of
COBnWall,idldA D. 4010 L
o s leronen worond Cod R sy el
oL Samt Patrick; with: zhxs twenty COmMPa-
niens, were-induced, by the Druidism of the
Cornish, to come into their country, about
hheymrmz. VA R A S UL BT RS

Bamt I".mghms,SaintBreana, Gcrmochna*
andmany:oﬂmr. Saints, werg put to death at
. Revjese; ; hear _Hayle, . by : Theodorick, - or
APudor;: King' of that part.wf Britain, ‘whe
vesided mear. this place,” abont :the. year
#0020 ol i el ety ol oy ws

® Several of the parishes in tis West of Cortwall st
retain the names of these Saints,
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3..8aint ‘Michael the- At‘chan'gel is " said "to
have- appeared on the-Mount, in-Cornwall;
about the year four hundred and nmety-ﬁve, :
but ‘the :French assert, that the appearance
of: thzs-Salnt was on the Mount -of -Saint
Michael, - in Normandy ‘Tt may, there<
fore, be inferred, from this tradition, - that
Druidism was abolished, and Chnstlamty
introduced,’ in-this part: of ‘England,’ about
the commencement of the slxth century. -
* .Thémonkishxwriters,- about'}he ibeginning
of the fifth. century, recerded the pilgrimage
of : .Saint Keyana -to the Mount, and repre:
sented her to be a Saint, a kmg s daughter, -.
and a holy v1rgm "

King Edward the Confessor -is' said - to
have found a:society of monks established
at. Saint -Michael's Mount, - -and - to-- haveé.
granted them, by charter, the property df
the Mount' and other lands el

.
. o s,

S . I Ea ol . F . +J
. . . :



¢4  ON. THE. TIN. TRADR

.-William the. Cangueror beﬂtowed Saint -
Mscbaql.,s,lsd,ount.,.md the forfeited Jands in
Cornwall, on Richard, Earl of Moxton and
- Cornwall, who built the, towes ; and, from
attachment to his native country, annexed
this Mount to. the Abbey of Saint M\qhad
de l’enculo Maris, in Norman,dy. -

Durmg the reign. of Rlchmd thn Fnt.
Pomerqy, a gentleman of censidexable pas
sessions in Devon and Cornwall, took re-
fuge: at. the. Mount; and, finding the shill
stoep and rocky, fertified it. . On his death,
the. old' cell, and the new fort, were surréns
ikxedto the Archbishop of Canterhuty on
the Klng s behalf.

.+ From, these traditions and reconds, it
pppears: that, from the  period,. . when
Christianity. was first, introduced. inte Corn
,\Yal.lb: hll«the. tl}llg of. m%'d the :I"ira@,
Saint Michael's . Mowat had -been parti-
cularly appropriatéck:to religious purposes.
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That Samt Michael’s Mount ‘was regarded |
‘as'a place to which pilgrims resorted, is at-
"tested by the bulls' of suceessive Popes,
‘granting plenary remission of sins, to-all
‘those who devoutly performed this pious
“ duty; and by these Iinesof ‘the poet,-

o« Wbo knows not Mnghel’s Mount and dmr,
Lo The pilgrim’s holy vannt
"« Both land, and uland, twice-a day,
« Both fort, and port.of hauht ?” -

Ini this country, as well as in man'y others’,
the first places of Chnstlan worshlp were, -
generally, the same temples, which had
Abeen dedicated to the Pagan Deities. . And
so far were the first Christians, ‘and even.
the Apostles, from- offending the preju-
dices of those whom they instructed, that
’tB.ey accommodated themselves to the cus-
toms of . the inhabitants. whom ihej&coni.»
Yerted. : -

. We can form some idea of the wors’lup

and ceremonies, which were performed on
. Ez .
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Saint Michael's Mount; from what prevailed,
in similar situations, .among people, of the
same origin, adoring the same Deities, on
the Coasts of France and Britain.

Saint Michael's Mount, in Normandy, was
called, in the time of the Dfuids, Mount
Belen, because'i‘t' was dedicated to Belenus,
one of the four principal Deities ;worshipped
by the Gauls. On this Mount was establish-
ed a society of female Druids, the eldest of
whom delivered the oracles. These female
Druids -also furnished ‘sailors with arrows,

_supposed to possess the virtue of appeasing

storms, when thrown into the sea by a
young man of twenty-one years of age.
On the return -of the vessel safe into port
the young man was deputed to carry pre-
sents to these female Druids *.

Next to Mercury, the Britons WOrshipped
Apollo, whom they called Belenus, and
sometxmes Bchs : by whom they meant the

* Eucyclopédxe Frangoxse, Antxqmtés, p. 175.
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Sun; then, ‘igi'théir order, Mars, Jupiter, and
Minerva: their opinion of these Gods was
much the same with that of other nations;
or, that Jupiter reigned in ‘heaven, Apollo
cured diseases, Minerva presided over the
arts, and Mars was the God of war.

_ Strabo (lib. iv. p.~303) mentions another
Island, dedicated to Bacchus, on the Coast of
Britain, or Gaul.

Pomponius Mela observes, ¢ The island of
“ Sena, situated in the British Sea, over-
‘ against the land of the Osismii, in Gaul,
'« is famous for the oracle of a Gaulish Deity,
« whose priestesses, devoted to perpetual
« virginity, are said to be nine in number,

‘¢ They are called Gallicena, and supposed

“ to possess great genius, and rare ‘endow-

“ ments ; capable of raising storms by their

‘ incantations; of transforming themselves

« into what animals they please ; of curing
E3
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K diseases, reckoned by othcrs "incurable ;-
« qmck at dxscern.mg, ‘and ablg ‘to_fp;etg:_ll'
“what is to come; but easy of access.to
- $“xsailors oniy, and to those who come to.
¢ this Islahd on purpose to consult them,”

It is to be observed, that the Island of
Sena, described by Pomponius Mela- to sbe
situated in t.be‘British Ocean, is the present
'Isle of Sem, on the coast of Bntany, com-
monly called the Saintes *.

:The Druidical religioh was established on
the Island of Saint Michael, in Normandy ;
-~ and for, several ages, after the inf:oducﬁon of
Christianity, this Island, as well as Saint
Michael's Mount in Cornwall, was appro-
priated to religious purposes.

" The great elevation of these Iéléxnds q&i;
g den‘tlzy'. induced the first Christians to dedi-

e 'E;icyclogédi; Fm;oiai. )
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¢ate them to Saint Michael the.Archangel ;
nd, for the like reason, the Dtuids seem to
hayé appropriated the Mount, in Normnandy,
to the worship of Bélis, or Apéllo, by whorm
is meant the Sun; because the rays of this
luthinary appear first 'on the tops of moin-
tains. It is, therefore, not iprobable, that
the worship of Belis was éstablished on
the Cornish Mount, in the sanmie mannér as
we find it was on the Mount in Normandy.
Nor is it unreasonable to suppose that cém-
merce was carried on, in thesé places, con-
forthably to the customs prevalent in anti-
quity, or under the protection of temples ;
from respect for which, remote and hostile
nations safely communicated with each other.

It is, however, necessary, in this place; to
advert to an assertion which has been made,
‘that Saint Michael’'s Mount, in Cornwall,
formed a part of thie contihent of Britain,
‘tfter the period when Diodorus wrote,
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.rIt is-said,. * That, from tradition, the
¢« Mount was, ‘in former ages, a part.of the
“-insular continent of Britain, -and was.dis+
gﬁ.’join.ed from .it, by .an inundation, or en<
f¢ croachment of the sea ; some earthgu?lge;
“ or terrestrial concussion.” And in proof
of so. great an event having happened, it is
stated," that ¢ trees have ‘been ;found~ buried
%< in the sea-sand, ‘near to the Mount.”:

- .Before we can believe that the Island had
been s‘eparated -from the-Continent, positive
evidence of the time, and of ‘the particular
manner in which such an event happened,
ought to have been édduced; for_ ‘we - can-
not give .credit to- so extraordinary: and' su-
pernatural an event, on_the mere assertion
“of a monkish writer, or from a circumstance

. of so trifling a nature,. as’above. described. .
. .. The interpretation of the supposed British
.name of Saint Michael’'s Mount, has heen
likewise referred to, to prove, that thisMount,
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gt the time Diodorus Wrote, “formed: a part
of ‘Britain. - KRS

e S ESRAL: AN
)

' "C&mden-’says, ¢ Saint ‘Michael’s Mount_ s ompee e

«was ‘called Careg Cowse in Clowse.”
Carew (page 377) says it was called
"s¢.Cara Cowz in Clowze;” which they both
 “interpret, “ The Hoary, or Grey Rock in
“ the \Vood.” :

! _Dr.' Borlase makes it;, “¢ Karreg Luz- en
« Kuz;” which may more properly. be in-
térpreted, ‘the Hoary, or Grey Rock in the
“« Wood ;7" for kuz, or cés, in Dr. Borlase’s
Vocabularly, signifies a wood ;- _whéreas~Mr.
Tonkin, "in" speaking ‘of Clowance, . says,
“ Clowance signifies the Valley of Moor-
‘- Stones, and not, as I have mistakingly
¢« ‘before said, the Woody Valley ; ‘for clowse
i3 never used to signify- wood, as Clow-
- ¢ dnce, or Clow-nance, means the Valley of
““ Moor-Stones.”
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*: Camden, and Catéw, wtote when the An<
cient British language was understood; and’
spoken, in Cornwall; Mr. Tonkin wrote
after it had ceased ‘to be a living- langdage,
but when it was bétter understood, than - u{
the time of Dr. Borlase. ‘

"By the three first authorities, the British

name of the Mount “thay be mt&tpl'emd

“ the Grey Stone, or Grey-Sione Building,
¢ on the Rock ;" but if Dr. Borlase be cor-

rect, it is « the Grey, or Hoary Rock ;” and
by interpreting it, in a gentral sense, as'most
* British names are to be understood, it will

be « the Grey Rock in; or riear, the Wood ;"
for if the bottom of thé bay was; as it is sard
to have been, originally cévered with wood,

the Mount would appear as surrounded with

wood; for we cannot suppose the descriptive
 ‘namne of the Mount; in the common lumguige

of the country,” would huve' misrepresented
its peculiar appearinde ; wird- we'Brow; that,

> R O
e
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for above a thousand years, it has epgm:ed\
as lt does, at the present tamae.-

In the Book of Landaﬁ', Saint ‘Michael’s
Mount is said to have been formerly called
Bin; or-DunSul, which has heén interpretéd,
““the Hlll dﬁdlcatcd to the’ Sun

A leamed County Historian .has smd; in
spesking of the Scilly Islands, that ¢ Sulieh;
<« in'the British language, signifies flat-rocks
« dedicated to the Sun;”. but with much
deference to ‘his opinion,. I am rather in-
clined to take Bouldy's. interpretation of
Sulleh *, : to. mean sunken rocka'in the sea;
it being the plural of the British word Skol,
a rock; -from which.is derived our word
Shoal, and the French word Boeuil.  Dun
Sul, or Sulleh, therefore, may signify ¢ the
“ Racky Hill,” which ix a mare cotrect jn
terpretation, and. mers cemsomant' fo the

® See Boulay's Celtic Dictionary, -
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Iocality of the. plaoe, than « the Hill dedi-
« cated to the Sun.” ' .

-

"It appears from these observations, * that
the Phenicians, in the timé of Abrahdm,
employed trading vessels in the Mediterra-
nean Sea ; and that these vessels very early
extended their voyages to Tarshish, and
procured from thence the precious metals.

. Melcarthus, the Phenician, is reported to
have first brought tin from Britain; but it re-
mains uncertain, whether this was the name
of ‘the real” discoverer of Britain, or "of

“the Deity” worshipped ‘at Cadiz: all we
“know is, that the name of Melcarthus, or

‘Midacritus, is mentioned one thousand years
before the Christian zra;  and that’ when

“Herodotus wrote, the Phenicians had ex-

tended their voyages to the remotest coasts

- of Europe.
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. The_Phenicians, - it is- certmn, enriched
themselves by exchangmg “their ‘manufac-
turee,, and the ,productions of the East,‘_’for‘
the silver of Spain, and the tin of Britain.
Spa:m was to them, what America has been
to us;. and Britain was_so_invaluable. to
t.helr trade, that they uniformly endeavoured
to throw a veil of mystery over its sltuatlon,
and 1ts produce.

The Phenicians worked mines of copper‘ n
Cyprus, in Asia Minor, and in Greece ; they
,workea the silvér-mines in Spain, and .as
they brought tin from Britain, we may in-
Afer that they worked the mines there_also ;
‘as we ﬁnd from Diodorus, that the Britons
were skilful in extracting. the ore from_ the
_earth, and refining the tin. '

_ " It has been much doubted whether kthe
Phenicians formed any commercial establish- |
‘ment, or colony, in Britain ; but when it
is considered, that they planted colomes at
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of an 1gnorant and ‘barbarous people, ‘like:
the ancient Britons. e T
The Phenicians, also, in all probability, in-
troduced a respect for equal and liberal laws,
and for improvements in the arts of peacey
among a people, -who, in after times, ap~
peared ¢ivil, courteous, hospitable, and- will-
ing to adopt  what was recommended, . as
useful . and - advantageous. - Civilization - of
ianners; therefore, long remained, émbng
the- Britoné; -although .the Phenicians,. ih
whom - it orngmated had ceased ‘to .visit

their coasts.

r

I shall feel much gratified if my endea-
yours to ascertain the situatior of the Ictis
of Diodorus, shall induce others, better qua-
lified, to investigate the connexion of the
Phenician merchants with Britain, the settle-
ments which they probably formed, and the
civilization and -improvements which :they
introduced.

FINIS.

6, Gosnell, Printer, Little Queen Strect, Londons





















