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The Death of Ivan Ilyitch 
by Leo Tolstoy 
translated by Constance Garnett 
 
 
 
The Death of Ivan Ilyitch is the story of a socially ambitious middle-aged judge who 
contracts an unexplained and untreatable illness. As Ivan Ilyitch is forced to face 
the death he fears, he asks himself whether the life he thought was so correct was, 
in fact, a moral life after all. Written after Tolstoy's religious conversion, the novella 
is widely considered to be one of his masterpieces. 
 
Read by Laurie Anne Walden 
 
Total running time 2:32:14 
 
 
 
 
Portrait of Leo Tolstoy by Leonid Pasternak, 1901. 
CD cover design by LA Walden. 
 
This Librivox recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without 
permission.  For more information or to volunteer, please visit www.librivox.org. 
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